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THE ROUND TABLE 



CLIPPING FILES AND PROMOTIVE ENGLISH 

One of the splendid acquisitions of a modern school library is its 
clipping files. Through the up-to-date files the student has a wonderful 
opportunity to adapt the material he gains from the literature of the 
past to the happenings and ideals of the present, and thus that in the past 
which is of value is spontaneously and immediately vitalized in present- 
day thought. He learns to be resourceful in looking up material for 
himself. His observation will become keener, for he will recognize 
similar articles in his magazine and newspaper reading and by appercep- 
tion and the association of ideas in his immediate environment learn to 
correlate what he sees and hears elsewhere with the class discussion. 
In other words, the student begins to find himself a factor in the real 
world of thought and expression. A keen observation is a start toward 
some initiative of his own. These, with concentration of effort, are 
important positive characteristics to one who must some day earn an 
independent living. 

The interested student will be glad to contribute his findings for the 
files and thus the co-operative spirit of service will become a positive 
acquirement. There will naturally spring up a closer affiliation of 
interests between student and teacher, student and librarian, student 
and home, student and community. This stronger social interest alone 
tends to produce a healthy reflex action on the student's English expres- 
sion in practical life. The elimination of waste in effective English 
preparation may also come about partly through this centralization of 
all illustrative material. In other words the library through its filing 
systems becomes a clearing-house for all departments of the school, and 
thus increases its usefulness. It should be noted, however, in this 
connection that every English teacher should encourage and personally 
supervise the loose-leaf system of notebook preparation for each 
individual student in his classes. This will become a source of care and 
worthy pride on the part of the student as he progresses. By this 
method of handling his work the student has an opportunity to display 
much originality and individuality and to compare successive efforts. 
In addition, he learns to have a place for everything and everything in 
its place. Organization is an asset decidedly worth cultivating. 
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The office-practice department may find it possible to co-operate 
with mutual advantage by so arranging its classification that each week 
there is someone in direct charge of the sorting, compiling, distributing, 
and inspecting work of the files. The business department is equipped 
with typewriters, multigraphs, etc. The business pupils will get a worth- 
while practice in English in preparing syllabi, reports, and classified data 
for the files and the bulletins. They can prepare model outlines, and 
letter forms which are arranged in such a way as to make it easy to secure 
uniformity of effort in establishing correct ideals in punctuation, para- 
graphing, and other points of technique. 

Most art departments, in the large schools at least, have classes in 
commercial design, including lettering. This department could do very 
valuable work for the school, and the English department in particular, 
in the preparation of bulletins, posters, and charts for permanent files. 
This will prove good English practice as well as design practice. 

The spirit of co-operation and team work, which pupils and teachers 
can thus enjoy by this practical laboratory method, is the very basis 
of good citizenship and the development of character. 

Helen E. Blaisdell 
North High School 
Minneapolis, Minn. 



A PRAYER FOR THE JEW 1 

Back bent with sorrow, 
Shoulders stoopt in pain, 
Wanders, sad-eyed, weary, 
The ever-hated Jew, 
O'er mountain and o'er plain. 

Hated by so many, 

Only praised by few, 

With his brow of commerce, 

And his heart of love, 

Brings he the strange and new. 

'Written by a pupil in Miss Alice Botkin's class in Central High School, Washing- 
ton, D.C., but not in response to any assignment. Printed, except for punctuation, 
exactly as the lad penned it. 



